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Daring to Dream:  
Religion and the Future of the Earth

There is a dawning realization from many quarters that the changes humans are 
making on the planet are comparable to the changes of a major geological era. The 
scientific evidence says we are damaging life systems on Earth and causing species 
extinction (20,000 species lost annually) at such a rate as to bring about the end 
of our current period, the Cenozoic era. No such mass extinction has occurred 
since the dinosaurs were eliminated 65 million years ago by an asteroid.













The Beginnings of a Beautiful Friendship: 
Religion and Environmentalism

In  a study of the umbilical cord blood of ten randomly chosen newborns 
in the United States was tested for toxic chemicals. A total of  were found, 
with the average for each individual infant being . Nearly three-quarters of 
the chemicals were known carcinogens, and the rest were identified as threatening 
the nervous, endocrine, and immune systems. 











A Billion Trees, A Singular Voice









Nature and Grace: Making 
Environmental Issues Matter 
for Christian Life

Consider how commonly nature writers reach for a salvation metaphor when 
they want to communicate the power of an environmental experience. Of course 
the rapturous John Muir, who saw cathedrals in the forest, choirs in the storms, 
and put the words of Jesus into the mouths of trees, often did. 













How Big Should People Be? 

How big should people be? For most of human history the answer was clear   
— people were going to be pretty small in the general scheme of things. That’s 
been the human posture through almost all of human experience. We were one 
small species among many, eking out our own way, our own survival on this 
planet — until very recently, I mean within the lifetimes of the people in this 
room, when our stature began to change in remarkable ways. 









Earthkeeping and the Bible

In debates among Christians concerning our responsibility toward the earth, the 
Bible is often cited to support various positions. To justify their right to exploit 
the earth, some point to the command in Genesis 1:26–28 to have dominion 
and subdue the nonhuman creatures. 









Power, Light, and Hope:  
Fighting a Crisis, One State at a Time

After years of encouraging people of faith to grasp the seriousness of global warm-
ing and change the way we use energy, I find myself on the edge of real hope 
that change is imminent.





Avoiding the Great Collision: “We Can  
Save What Is Left”

I believe that a central question facing societies today — perhaps the central 
question — is whether the world economy can be tamed to operate within con-
straints that protect and restore the natural world. There is ample evidence that 
it is not so tamed today.  Almost universally, even governments agree that the 
environmental impacts of today’s economic activity are unacceptably large and 
must be reduced. Recently, major international assessments of climate change and 
declining ecosystem services have added new weight to this conclusion.









 NCCC Eco-justice Sermon Award Winner 

“From Apocalypse to Genesis”

Today’s service is in honor of Earth Day, and yesterday, the Rock Spring com-
munity came together in an extraordinary way to celebrate the goodness of God’s 
creation and to highlight our role as stewards of creation in our first-ever Earth 
Day festival. 









Environmental Justice  
and a New American Dream

After twenty years in the environmental movement, I have to say the most  
noticeable element continues to be the absence of the poor and people of color 
from its ranks. 





Uncommon Alliance:  
Connecting Faith and Environmentalism

As the person who sits on both the Divinity School Advisory Board and the 
Leadership Council of the Forestry School, I find connections between the two 
worlds. And I am eager for others to see them too.

















“Everything that Breathes Praises God”











New Moral Awakening, or How I  
Changed My Mind

Ezekiel 37:3–5 — “He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these dry bones live?’ I an-
swered, ‘O Lord God, you alone know.’ Then he said to me, ‘Prophecy to these 
bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the 
Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live.’”  









Eco-ethics and Global Citizenship: 
A View from Central America

Some time ago we found ourselves in the densely populated and poor neighbor-
hood of El Alto, the working-class satellite city that surrounds the valley of La 
Paz. El Alto is a young community inhabited by thousands upon thousands 
of people who are mostly recent arrivals from the countryside, victims of land  
eviction or failed industry. 







How Green Was Our Valley:  
The Garrison Institute

At its core, the environmental movement is about values. Certainly the envi-
ronmental movement’s earliest thinkers, such as Aldo Leopold, combined science 
with values.







 

Green Discipleship

Better than a year ago, the New York Times published a letter to the editor 
in response to an article entitled “Glaciers Flow to Sea at a Faster Pace, Study 
Says.”  The letter’s author was James Gustave Speth, dean of the Yale School of 
Forestry and Environmental Studies. 











A  free, online guide to the best 
resources on topics that matter

most to congregations.
The CRG draws on the expertise of  The Alban 

Institute, the Indianapolis Center for Congregations, 

and other specialists. Hosted by The Alban Institute; 

offered as a gift by Lilly Endowment Inc.

Learn more! Contact us for an introductory DVD and user 
guide. Call 1-800-486-1318 x277 or email crg@alban.org
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2nd Annual
Environmental Ethics Institute

july 30 - August 10, 2007

Environmental Ethics Institute

www.umt.edu/ethics
Missoula, Montana

1000 E. Beckwith Ave,
Missoula, MT 59812

(406)243-6632

Professor Anna Peterson, Department of Religion, University of Florida
Featured Seminar:  Values and Practice

Environmental Ethics & Policy, Professor Andrew Light, University of Washington
Numerous Evening Events — Guest Lectures and Panel Discussions — see web for full schedule

Guest Lectures • Seminars • Panel Discussions

Please visit the Center’s website 
for more information: 
www.umt.edu/ethics

Other Events and Seminars



We celebrate the life and vision of 

The Rev. Dr. Canon H. Boone Porter (1923-1999) 
who did much to reveal the good and God in nature and humanity





From the Editor: The Great Economy






